                            DIY: Photo Transfer to Wood
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Supplies:
· Piece of wood (Sanded if the surface is rough)
· Photo printed on basic printer paper using laser jet (not photo paper!)
· Mod Podge (I used regular,not the photo transfer medium)
· Mod Podge Clear Sealant (optional)
· Foam brush
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Credit card, spatula, ruler, etc. for  smoothing the surface
Instructions:
1. Print out your image onto printer paper (do not use photo paper) using a laser jet printer. If you have lettering on your image, one way to reverse it is: Save to PAINT and then go to ROTATE and flip vertically.
2. Cut your image to fit your wood piece (It doesn’t have to be perfect, a little overhang is fine). 
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3. Spread mod podge onto wood surface. Don’t spread it too thick but make sure entire surface is covered 
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4. Place your photo face down onto wood and smooth out air bubbles with a credit card or a spatula (anything with a straight edge will work)
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5. Let it dry for at least 2 hours. Many instructions online tell you to wait 24 hours but I have experimented with less time and it always works 



6. Rub off the paper. This is the part that takes some patience and a gentle touch. Get a wet rag and dab water onto the surface of the paper in sections. Start gently rubbing away at a corner of your image with the rag or you can use your fingers. The paper will come off, leaving the image permanently a part of the wood. After you have made your first attempt at getting the paper off, let it dry for about 10 minutes and you will be able to see the spots you missed. It may take several attempts to get all the paper off. Be patient and rub gently.
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7. Sand the edges of the photo if you want it to look like the wood and image have a smooth transition into each other. You can use fine sandpaper or an emery board. If the photo fits your wood pieces perfectly you won’t need to do this. 
                                           

8. Seal with mod podge. After letting the surface dry completely (and confirming you got all the paper off), it’s time to seal. Brush on a generous layer of Mod Podge on the entire surface or spray it with Mod Podge Sealant Spray. 


                                    *Special thanks to my model Cricket Mills
Kathy Olsen/Adult Services Librarian/HCPL/Kathleen.olsen@haywoodcountync.gov
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